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RIGINAL 
SFECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED IN ACC!f'DAUCE WTrH PART VII C.PNAVINST 3750.6B 

SEOOND }ND(JlSEij!Eln' on .@DENDtr.! to NAS Pcnaacola AAA set 2·58, cor.aerning 
T2V-l, BUNO l.JJ.ll9, acoidel%t oeourring 31 Ja.nua.ry 1958, pilot HIGGS 

· Fl-Oma 
To: 
Vi$_; 

. ' . 
Chief' of lhva1 Air 'rraitrl.n(; · • 
Chief of Naval Operations {e>p.-57) 
(1) Cbiet, Btll"$8.U ot 1\e-rom.utica (Aer-512) . 
(~) Comma~, u. s. Naval Aviation Safety Center· 

'S'U.bj: Aircraft Accident Ret=orl; eddendurn to form;rditl{' of 

cow to: 
UAVAVSAFI:TlUEN {2) 
c~ 
CO, ltAS Pens!lcola (4) • 
naval Air DevelopDent Center, Johlsville, Pa. 
BA'R I.oakbeed Aircraft 
J®E~ AFB 
NATC. SorY1ce Test D1T. tlAS Patu:x:cnt River (ATTNa 
Sqrev otf'icer~ 1lAS Corpus Chr1nti1 Texas (Attnt t:r 
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NE2:'o5:dzc 
2·1 APR 1958 

.. 
O.RIOINAL 

II 

• · · SPEC·IAL HANDLING REQUIRED IN ACCORDANCE WITH PART VI f, GPNAVINST 3750.68 

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on AOOSM>UM to. NAS Pensacola .AAR ser .2-58 concern ing 
T2V-J, BuNo. 14411·9, accident occurring. 31 January 1958 , pl lot ~ HJG~S . 

From: 
To: 
. v;a: 

Chief of N~va l Air 8dslc Training 
Chief of Naval O~eratfons (Op~57) . 
(J~ Ch ief of Naval Afr Training . 
(2 Ch tef, Bureau of Aeronautics (AER-512) 
(3 Director, Naval Aviation Safety Center . 

Sub]: Add ndum to Aircraft Accident Report ; forwarding of 
l • IF Ol"\1/ard d. 

( 

Copy to: 
BUAER (2) 
NAVAVSAFTYCEN (2) 
Nava Alr Deve1op~ent Canter, Johnsville, Pa •. (J) 
BAR l.ockheed A ftr<:raft (I} 
NLO &awards AF8 ( I ) 
NATc ~ ·servlce Test Dtv. NAS Patuxert River (Attn: 
Saf~~r Of ficer, NAS Corpus Christi, Texas (Attn: LT . CO t~ Pensaco lo (4) · . 

. .., 

'; 
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A, ..,1:,; to . 1 ?ensdcola s\.r 2-58 co,nce:r"li 
acc.i. ¢nt occu.: rir:a 31 Jrmuary 1958, pilot I' GCS 

I' 

' <:1 , 

.. ro .... : ...:o:run.nnolitJg Oi 1' .i.C.:r, lav&l Air 5\.<lt.. 
0 

on, i>E;n col , 
!'O: Crud' of i!C1Vhl 'Cp~r~ vi ns ( P-~7) 
' ia: 0 • ., (l) Chief of traw.l Air Basic rainin 

(<:) Chi' 1' of 1tl'•al. Air Training 
(3) Cniel , Bm-:c;au of Aerorouticr. ( >~-)12) 
(4) l)irector, 1av:..U. Aviatbn S~1.fet:i Carrter 

lO: cr 

ArR 1 I 19t. 

' .. l ll'l . 
or.:....~a 

.Subj ; J\Uaundur-a to A;i.rcr~ t Acciaent . e crt j for;;ar::linr oi' 

._.nclf (9 ) InfOr t:Ultion taken frou (V•-rhaul o :\ct.:.vit, rJi:JaSsenhly Ulll _.- • 
In .. '>l ._ct .... on Rt!port on the uircraft en ·.i.ne :.n~aJlerJ in 1!2' -1 , 
Bu.t.'lo . l,.~hll9 



I 1, 

( )_'_( l...J!.._ 

No maJor discr~pJrtCies founJ at time of d:sassoMbly of tho·co~rre sor and ~Jr~inc 
sections. (cr,sh engine - accossol"y' section ~md accessol'ies nor, rece vcd. 

··.No t'ore.:ign object damage or malfunction of the .bearings fnuni:l to crt >st. " ..,. ne 
failUre. No metal folmd.in hearinr. oil jet screens . 
Eng~na exces~ivelY~ced due to cr~sh. 

NO.~.~:; 

tt&c®lE:~rm s: 

HUNT, POwr Pl.:mt Divis. on SUpt . . J - 12 -.5'~ 

• I 



.. 

t ~\ '~· 
~l . · 24 SEP l958 
~~~r " . Aer-._MA-610/1797 

) FOURTB.E~NT on NAS Pensacola MR ser 2-58 concerning T2V-l BuNo 
l44119 accident occurring 31 Jan 58 · 

: 

From: Ch.lef, Bureau of Aeronautics 
Tor Cblief of Naval OperationS 
Via: 00J111!1AJlder, U.S~ Naval Aviation Safety Center 

Subj: Aircraft Aociient :t.eport 

1. Forw~ed, concurring vith the conclusions and recommendations of 
the Aircraft Accident Board. 

Copy to: 
CNATRA 
CNA.BATRA 

.I 

CO HAS Perusa.oola 

I 

'· 

> 
• 
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.ORtGIItAL.· 
. SRtCIAL HMIDLING RJ:QU'IR}l) IN ACCCJU>~Ct W:rtH p,\ltt Vll OPNAVINST 1750o6B 

. 'rl11RD ~.teNT <m NAS Pensac:C)ln ~ oOJO 2·5S concerning T2V •1, Btli10 

· l44119, acc~nt ooau:rrlng 31 Jo.n~ l9SS, Pilot BIG<S 

Tromt Cbiet ot flaftl' Air Tft.ininff 
Tos Chiet ot Ua.val. aperatiODS (Op-5'7) 
Vial (1) Chief, Btl1"88U ot Aet'Ollllutios (J.er-512) 

(2) 1Ul"6ct.or• u. s. Na,;ral Av1a:tion Sa.f&"tJ' center . . . {. 
Subj~ A11'Craft Aeoident RopDrt; f'ol"l'lllrding ot 
l. f(ll"'mrded, ooticw."l"illg ill tbe c:oaelusion aJi ~aOlllll'.endati,Qp or the 
Bo!lrcl lind the a~ and .col!IIDBDts ~d1oated 1n the torward1ng endorse• 

L 

•nts • . 
2. The ast.imatcd. cost to Qove1'1Jll1E)nt or Pr-ivate Property WB8 r..ot listed ~ R\.rt Ul ot the rorm as required by cba.ng8 2 to optaVINST J75Q.6'Bo 

! 
.. j 

. ' 

.... 
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·1 3 MAR 1958 
. \ 

·.SPEC l~L HANDLING REQUIRED IN ·ACCORDANCE WITH OPNAV I NST 3750.68 

SE~OND ENDOkS£HENT on NAS. Pensaeola AAR ser 2·58 concerning 
. T2V•1, BuHo 144119, accident occurring 31 January 1958. pilot 

HIGGS 

From: Chief of Naval Air Baste Training 
. To• ·Chief of Naval Operations (Op·S7J . 

Via: !'!Chief of Naval ftlr Training 
· 2 Chl•f, 8~reau of Aeronautics (AER-512) 

· 3 Director, Naval Aviation Safety Center 

Subj: Aircraft Acetdent Heporf; forwarding of 

1. Forwarded; concurring ln the conclusions and recommendation 
of the ace dent board. · 

\...... . ·. . 
2. Results of the disassembly and Inspection report should be 
forwarded as ~oon as received. . 
. . 

3. ~trots In the 8as.lc Tr·ainlng Coollland are continually 
reminded 'Atnct cautloned abc1ut _exceeding either aircraft or pi tot 
1 tml tat loris. ·· · 

.I 

Copy to·t 
8UAER {1.)' 
N4VAVSAFIYC£H (2) 
Naval Air D•velopment Center, Johnsville, Pq. (\) 
BAR Lockheed Aircraft (t) 
AFPR Allis~ (ll 
ttl(} Edwards AF8 ~) . · . 
NAAS WhlCJng Fleld Jl) 
·co NAS Pensaco Ia (4 . . : 
NATC~ $ervlce Test tv. MAS Patuxent RJver ( 
Safety Officer. NAS ~corpu5 Chrlsti .(Attnt t.T 

4 
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SPECIAL HANDL'IliO REQtrotED IN ACCORI1UjCE w.I'l'H PART VII, OP'!AV Pl.:>'TR 3750.6B 

FntSl' ~·J,)ItSEM&\'T on tJJ,S Pensacola, Florida AAR ser 2- 58 concerning '1'2V-l 
l4hll9, accident occurring 3~ January 1958, pilot HIC~S 

Frornt 
To: 

Comr.Anding Officer, Naval Air station, Pensacola, Florlaa 
Chief of Naval Operat.ions (OP-57) 
(1) Cllief of Nav'al Nj.r ~sic Training 
(2) Chief of Naval Air Training 

Via; 

Subj: 

(3) Chief, Bure~u of Aeronautics (f~t~512) 
(4} Director, naval .Aviation Safety Center 

-.,. 
I. 

Aircraft Accident Reporl; .fo~arding of 

1 . Forwarded, concurring in the conclusions :md recowJer'ICiation of the· 
Aircraft Accident RepOrt. 

2 . The flight .logs of LT HIGGS do not indicate any pr~vious pilot-cauBed 
accidents. .. 'l'he· comments contained in the Aircr<.~.ft. .Accident Reuort are 
consiciE?red sui'ficient concerning the historj' of the pilot . . 

3 . 'fhis accident will be given wide dissel11inat.lon locally upon receipt 
of' endors~Ments by reviewing authorities . 

COPY to:. 
NlVAVSAFTYC~N (2) I 

BOAEft (Aer-512) .(1 direet) ' 
Nav al,,A.J.r Devolopmunt Ct-nt.er, JOhnsville, Pa. 
BAit .LOc~ea A:Lrcrat't 
Ar'PR Allison 
N10 Edwards .AFB ~ 
:NA!rc:, Service 'l'est Div. ·NAS Patuxent River ( 
,Satety OUicer, .\S Corptm Christi (Attn: · LT 
C UTRA (1 direct) Advance CQpy " 

-NAAS !-tbit.ing E'ield 

5 
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AlL IIOOUS IM UST 12 14011TIIS 

II (l(YA.ftOH UOvl )(A 

'l>tL 121 i't • 

r~errast Sherman 

0 DtQCT 

fCll UMOI MGS OAY/MIGIIl 

IIISUIIICEIIT IIOUU. UST S -TIIS 

•tCIHT IIOti-S, UST 3 MOMTHS 

(Jet aceld,llta OIIIY) 
TOTAL JET PilOT HOUlS 

0 ONU 
(S, .. •bl--



AIRCAAFT OESIU .. 

44.0 49.5 

a. 

.. o 7 

MATERI AL f AILUlE JR HALFUMCTIOM 

35 .0 

35 .0 

V• 0 SUIFACl FACIL ITIES 

NO Of' DAYS 
SII'O: 

LASl CKCX 

29 

0 IMWI Dl31M£U1Ma (e.g. cocl<plt 
h. eonf •ourUions) 

. ' 
f. 0 OTMEit, Speelfy •••••• , ............ ... ............................. . .......... ) 



oP!'ikV fO!IN S1!10• I C~[Y I I • ~~I 
I'AGE l 

CLU'RVC[ AUTHORifY 

~~i~l PLA~MCNG I•FO~I!I.TIOIC. 

UM~IMG li~S (GCA, CCA. 1~. 
•tc: 

TRAFfiC CO~TROL TOWU (Field 
or 'hll') 

APPROACII AND [M~OIIlf AI PS TO 
NAVIIIATION 

ftUIMV lllTCH 

UNOIHG StGkU OHIC(l 

AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT REPORT 

n.O RUin'lY 

.. o llTfR U~DIMO UEl 0 41RCMAFT S[RVIri~G. Hl~~liH; AkD 
p. DIRECTIKU (Ftwld 1>r SntP) 

j.o AP'IIOACh Z.lH[ q, 0 CRASH '"~ Rl$tUE 

o· k. lNO Zllllr 0 Stl~CII AM~ RISC~E ~ 
r. 

0 
I 

I. SHOUUitRS '· 0 CATAPUll 

II!. 0 UliWA1 .{. 
0 n. PUKI KQ AR[l ' 

t. CJ UAUTI~w G(A~ (Carr lor) 

u, 0 IIARRIU OR BURICA~£ (rleld or S•IP) 

'--v· 
OTII(~ (S~Kify) .... ••,.,, ..... , .... , ........ ·••, ...... , .. ,.,.,... v. 
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P.'\Rt V - THE ACCIDE'~~rf 
departed 

At o808, on Jl Jcnuary 195'8., LT J~ .J ~n.ell HIGGS, 

Forrest Sherman Field on a local VfR trainine flight in TZV-1_, Bwfo . 1LL.ll9 . 

LT HIGGS .had prev±<;>u.s~\ col rlt:te 1 t.·o d1..J. in~tructional q.ir,hts in the T2V . 

This flight wab 
/ ( 

his first solo .t:i._. t .:.:-;_the ~2V . Approximately one hour and 
"~-

later, after r~ng several t ouch-and-go landings at Pen3a-
.fifteen minutes 

cola huniCiFal Air}>Ort," LT HICGS advisee! that' he would execute a 
11
steep ·~limb-

) I : 

outn folld'Ring his next landin&· pensacola t;ower urogered
11 

and adviSed thit 
. ' 

there mi~ht be t"o aircrai't bi~her in t he vicinity which could po3si bly 

interfere with t he maneuver. · 

Following the touch- and- gQ landing, T;_'V, ~4hll9 , was o'bserved by tmter 
I • / 

personnel t o climb at a steep, anGle to an altitude of ' approxiciately 600 feet. ' 

The landing gear on the aircraJt re·.~ined extended throughout the climb. At 

ah alti~U1e of approXimately 600 f..:et the aircraft wa~ observed to momentarily 
....... . 

assume an almo~ level fliGht attitude .· The note of the aircr&ft then droppt~ 
rapidly untU the aircraft was, in an 80° diva . !)urlnr, the _de~cent several 9 

~ pufie of smoke were reported to col)te fx·o~, t he 'l.ircraft , The winrs of the 

aircraft \-m:ro pro.ctioa.U.y l av"'l ai f..ll t l111il9 ' but arrear ed to ':>e yaverin~ • 

. The niror~ pat·tinily recov~~.:d from the 80° .dive o.nd contacted the 

ground i mile south of runw&y 17. The c.nglo oi: inprtct upon . contact •.rl t~ the 

. 0 ground was 22 • UpOn contact with the ground, the tip t:1nks and empennage 

separated r':t-om the o.i~cr.a.rt • An inten:~e. !.ire, for n period of one and one

half hours, almost totQJ.l.y oonsllMOO the fu$d'-ge ·of the. aircr,.ft. Due to the . . \ . 

l ocation o! the accid~nt, difficulty wns ~ncounterod by crash cr~ws from ~ 

Sauf'l ey, CoiTy, Ellyson, ond torr~.>st :;i.er:ncn Fiuld in ranching the scene end 

exti nguishing the f ire . 

LT HIGGS rocoi"'f)d £ntal injuries in tho 'er~ush. 



l 
.1 

. } 

PART VI DAMAGE TO AIHCRAFT 

The nircra.ft struck tho gro~ 22° nose low in n shnllow h.ft hank. 

rnftinl imptct wns roodu by th~;; nos~ /, l. Tho port Wh(..el struck tho ground 

\ 
2 r l.i u furth~;;r, followwd by tho ct r . ri w h ... t:l 6 r 10" from 'initial contnct. 

Tho port tip t_unk mndo cor.t tct ... itr i;.l.u cround. ten fcot prior to thu .st~
"\ 

bottrd tip tank. Th•l pose of the ·a:Lrcral't plou~.;d (t trench six feet wide, 

thr~::e fc..,t do!:p, <Jnd .fifty fccf:._ long. ·The aircrrtft . thun b..,c::uoo airbor.1<> 

ega.in 1;-o an <ltitude of tw~lvc feet shcarin~ nU'llurofu; pino trt..les ~t thi1'l 

height t>...fore ret:lrning to tho ground. In the fiml · p::~rt of its ground 

travel the aircraft sw"rv~d to the right vdth tho fuselnee coming to rest 

in a southwestvr~v direction. The p~rt wing r~MCincd attached to thc.fuse~ ' 

l aga •. Tlw starboard wi~ ~-pp.:lr.,nt.ly sencratcd end passud over ,the; fuselage 

as it continued ori for an additionc..l ten y-:.rds . V.:rious sl!Ulll po.rts of the 

. 
aircraft wer e distributed· over thu ninet-y yards of the crash pet h . 

The fire damo.gc lt..ft only a shell of tte: cockpit sE:.:ction., The fuse:lD-ge 
( . 

~a nround the engine ~ r~lntivtly int~ct . Extensive fire dcnk~gc almost 

complt$tely COnaum'-d the intcr~or' of tl:'<3 C9Ckpit nnd wing root areos , 

The a.ircr<lft engil'k! was shippt..d to NAS Corpus Christi for n Disassembly 

and Insptction aeport . 

10 
5 
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PART VII - THE INVESTIGATION 

Th~ cccidont occurred at 09i) , Thu Airc~~£t A~cidbnt Ro~rd wn~ notified 

• 
in1;:1ediately and. proceeded to Nr1S Dr·~rc...tions . .Orir;in<ll ihformat.ion concerning 

., the accident consisted o!: t.:e ;:· ct that a T2\. had crashed south of Pen!'acola 

~1unicipal Airport. . Dt:.~;; 'to t!.e ::.6 .... v::. n of the crash con~iderable difficult)~ 

,· 

. ~ 

• J' 

.was encountered by the Cr...-sh Crews in re<~c~ing the scene of the accident. The "' ' . 
Seurch and Rescue helicopter pilot was·required +~direct the fire fi~h~ing 

op~rat.ions on the ground., As so~m as a h.elicopter was availahle the Aircraft 

Accident Board nroceeded to the sc~ne . The Crash Crew Officer'from Corry 

I 
Field waa in charge of ground fire fightine operations at trot ti.lr.e . SeveroJ. 

eye witnesses .to the aircraft in i'li::t hrtd already been located and questior. . ·. 
prior to the arrival of the Aircraft 1.ccido:Ji1t Doaro. The aircraft was ~denti

fied as BuNo. l44119 since ~~~m~cnnage had separated froM ~he fuselage and 

had r eceived only minor fire dan~aco . 

After initi.al · exmr.ination of <Ill remaining perts at the scene, the ..U.r

oraft was transp:>rted to the Uaval Air StationJ Penf'"~la, .Florida and re-
t 

asaembled as nearly·aa possibl~ . ;Initial axanination o£ the aircraft engine 

r~vealed no obvious discrb~~cy and all turbine blad~s appc~red to be intact. 

The Ilnps were det~rmined to h~ve ~on either full down or near the full 
,. 

down position. Complete r eassembly of nll control systems vas iMpossible . 
· I 

No ~ of t he boundary layer control s: stCJ:~ fH!'S identi"fied, O&R 'Engineers 

and Maintotnn;e personnel c~tild not discov~r ~ di~crepcncie~ of the remain

~ . 11 ... ing pnrts • ...,. . 
T~e ~rcrart Accident Boord intelvi~Jed t ower personnel nt ~n~ncola ·. " 

Hur&ioipal. Airport and canvassed t :te surrou.'Y'...ing arM for po~sible witne~ses 

6 
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;, 

among the mony construction workers in th.,. vi.cinity. Personnel at the Rell 
~ 

Flying Service at Pensacola Munictpal Airport had· seen the aircraft ir.':rledi-

ately after take-off but did ·not see the plune bru1edia~ely rrior to the era~. 

No one had actually he&rd any ~dic~t~ons of engine malfunction. 

Examination of. all lob voors .n9 ... .:ntena~ce records on T2V 144119 

f~ed to reveal any. informatj on whlch' nri.[ht have a bearing on the accident. 

The only indica~ion of any possible engine malfunction was indicated by the 

tower incident report ~ich st~ted that two puffs of smoke were o~served to 

' come £rom the aircraft dUring the descent . This is not considered signifi-

cant without other indications. 

Interview lri.th persons who knew :!:.1 HIGGS rresented the following picture 

of his personality: LT HIGGS was ver-1 enthusiastic ahout flying . AJthovgh 

considered to bs of the 11Eager Txpe 11 he was higt>~y capable and would not be . 

expected to intentionally perform a dane erous maneuver, He had 72~. 7 jet 
. p 

hours in FJ, F9F, and TV type airc,raft . . \ 

On the day of the acciJent LT HIGGJ aro:e at 0530 and arter a glass of 

mUk departed \-lhiting Field MCX:.. £or Forrest Shorman Field, It could not ~ 

determined a s a fact that he had breakfast prior to the flight. 
-r 

L'f HIGGS· had been a member of VF-+-113 . He' had been nn instructor in the 

Fle{3t Air Ounne~ Unit at.El Cuntro, Galifornia. He had subrrlitted a request 

to attend tha Empire 'Pest Pilot School at Farnborough, England. 

Pilots who had flown with LT HIGGS stated "that he was dei'inii!ely an 

above average and capable aviator·. -

·12 

On 12 ·August 19$7, .LT HIGGS 'iaa:tne pilot 'Of T-2&3, BUl~o. 138341. rlhil~ 

conducting a t act ics flight from lhiting Fit:lri the tlircrnft engine developed 
) . 

Fr om an alt.itud:;, of .. 6200 foet and t-rith insufficient 

. 7 
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power to sustain flight, LT HIGGS d~onstratod excellent techni~ue and calm 

in making a forced landing. in a corn ~iel~. 

Tho following is quotud from ~he F:ight F.andbook i!avy i{odcl T2V-l clr-

craft. 
/ 

Gear and Flcps Down (BLC On) 

·lfA P<>u~::r on stall with tl.e l:x>undar:,· lny<:r control operating and <r.ith 

the airplane in the landing configuration may result in a sharp nose pitch 

down if the stall is allo;o~ed to penetrl!lte beyond, the mild airframe buffet 

condition. Although the resultant (jive and recover.( causes an exc~ssive 

loss of altitude, the maneuver is not considered dangero~~ . The loss of 

altitude will be,minimized by turning the BLC switch to the OFF position 
~~ 

:imediately follouing the rtall. 11 

Stalls 

unaccelerated Stalls. 

oear and Flaps Do'Wll., BLC On or Off. 
r 

13 

"A normal stall, with the gear aJ¥i flaps do'l-m, · BLC on or off and with 

any power setting from idle to ~tary exhibits excellent characteri5tics. 

The stall i.s character~ed by a<mil~ buffet that occurs two to three knots · 

before stall. Additional warning is provided by a ~ick shaker t.hat, .mechani

cally shakes t4.e stick as the stall is.appro~ched. ·. The buffet i~reases 1n 

intensity as the stall beco~s MOre CO!ll} lt:ta and a ·random fore and aft shaking 

o~tick in add1'tion to the .regular motion of the stick be~'~dent. 

8 
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A mild roll off occurs on some airplanes but it is easily corrected by use of 

ailt::.rons, which are effective throughout the st"ll, or- rudder. Ti'Ese m:ild 

cl\aractc:tristics define .the sMll o ... t his -. iqiane 1nd arc the ·~ame ~<.'ith BLC 

on or off . Recovery is nor,.,-u in 11 _c n.::;~ s and ~J'!I}lisned by the reh.:x:-

ation of back stick force a:~d t .. J 
~ • 

ii...:..)n of power, .lith lO\i to node rata 

pot-rer:, loss of a ltitude durinf, r~.;;C01f,e·r: · from <' st.JJ.l t:ill vary from 0 to $00 

feet dt::pencti.nf; upon the proficiency ?f tho.; pi;lot. At the higher power :~ctt

ings tht. airplane w:ill maintain altitude· i:1 the stall or even mr:intnin a 

climbing flight path throuehout the stt.ll ar:d recovet:,· • 
......_ 

If prolonged back force is r:mint.tined 1iith BLC off, the airplane will 

start a porpoising motion and buffeting ti.ll increase . This t.'i.ll n9t result 

in any· undesirable characteristics "nd· recovery can oe nnde in a normal 'inar,mer. 

With BLC on and with high rower settings, aggr~vating the stall by prolonged 

back stick force ~T.Lll eventu-~ly rasuat in an·abrupt pitchdown of the nose . 
r 

A loss of alt1t~e up to 1000 feet may occur in this instnnce du~ to the 

r esulting dive, but recovery is noi'J11al in any cc.se . \-Jhen· sufficient airsPeed 

has ~en gained after relaxation of·b~ck stick force, normal dive recovery can 

be made . Abr\lpt back st · movt::ment d~ing dive recovery should be avoided 

because a se.condn-y Stall m:lY occur. There is no renson, however, for pro-. 

longing tho stall as described cbovc by r.lcintnining back stick force because a 

deep penetration of the ste.l.l. cannot be rncdo inadvertently. " 1 ' 
. 9 

14 
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PART VIII - 1'HE ANALYSIS 

Analysis of all information brought out ~J the investigation indicates 
/ 

t hat LT HICGS intentionally perfo~d a high performance climb-out after a 

t ouoh..and-go landing on Rurn-1ay 17 ~t P .. nsacola }funicipal Airport. The Lock-

heed t est pilot J:las ex~;;cu~ed nl4....:.r.ur: pcr:ormance · clim1Js to check-out pilots 

at NAS Pensacola to demonstrate t.he T2\" 's cl 'il"'? cape. bill ties. Even ex:per-

i enced jet pilots have expressed a "slig~t aprrahension" upon introduct.wn 

t o t he maneuv~r becaus~ of the no~~-bigb attitude combined •dth indications 

Or a s t all at low alt.i.t-.tde , The 'maneuver is performed by suitching on BLC 

at ~ knots during take-o.ff and ho.lding the control.stick ~the full aft 

·pos i tion. It i s conceivable but not tindgrstandable wtzy a rrd.litaey pilot With 

limited ~rience in t ype would attempt . such a maneuver . 

~sis of all available information is not sufficient to substantiate 

aircraft or e ngine l!lall'unction. ·Complete nmlysis must be withheld pending , 

n disassembly _and inspection report of the e.Ilfi ne. Even at th:rt tinlo con

clusive f acts may not be availabl~ duet~ the extonsive~amafe encountered 

in the cccid~nt ~nd subsequent fir~ damage , 

Analysis of o.ll a vaila'll3 imfol"ttlation lvn<is tbe following possi'>le 
A-
)J .. 



• 

Aft er ~u~f rrning .s'"~v..,n.:!. .., ch-~C.-£0 

cola Munici.pal Tower tha!-l·h¥ wo\4ld .:xt:cu-ve a s~eep cl:ilnb-out .following his 

next landing. The lana.ing wtas made in the nrst lsooO feet of Runwa=-· li, ., 

Lift off was accomplished by th~ 3)000 foot marker; and the a+rcraft had 

ent e r ed a a.teep cl:ilnb by 4,-ooo fee;t fron th6 approach end of the rummy. 

Af'ter ~ntering a 45 degre<J cl.tm'l:: f?ossibly ~il..i.zing boundar;( layer cor.

trol) , the ai.rcr aft r~:~acbed an altitude of 600/800 fel:lt, Upon initiating a 

re~overy to maintain flying spl;led, the ajr~raft was ~~er-rotatcd to a nose 

l ow at tit ude . At this time, tht.: aircra.!.t h'ld reacood the pt-ak of it, cl:ilnb 

and was approx:imat ely 1 , 000 fl;lt.:t from tht ur-~lind E:dgo of ·Rtmway 17. A 

possible diff!i..culty was tlncount""rcd in o• scrvinr the aircraft in.'1t.rUM€rts 

at t his t i!fle due to th~ position of th ... sun 'ctir..:ctly a.~o:ad of tht:: aircraft 

and in tlki pilot t s li,ne of sight~ At 0923, the sun 1, on a b~.;ar:ing of 170° 

from Pt~nsacol<!- and is V9IJ !'klar to a. 45° angl'" abov~ the horizon. sensing 

t h;;; impending collisi on w:ith the gP.>und, LT !rrGGS attempted to rot~te the 

aircr aft t oward a nose- up pos~tion, but thcrv was insuffici~n~ altitude 

and/or ~rsp~ed available.to accomplish the manuuv~r. - . 

,. 
~J 

The following possibili.ti us 'rth:ich could hav<l caused a similar st.:qucnco 

of ov~nts have ~~n.oonsid~rc~ by th~ Aircraft Accident Board, but there is 

insufficient il:U'or roation to ~Jit!.er provu or disprova a primary or &Jcondnry 
.. '\ ~ 

oause f~ctor in this accident : · 

• 



• 

Ms ample· power nvailahle 
I . 

easily recovered from a st.all i£ th_e recove1 is initia~ed promptly. Use of 

BLC during the stall maneuver will cause a mqre definite pitch down ~n I . . ' . """r-; 1. , entry into the stall . 



--e 

J>ART IX - COilCLUSIONS MID RE~!MCNDA.TION.3 ' 

The primary cause of this accid:cnt must· be undetemined due to insuffi-

cient evidbnCd to completely discount all. engine and aircr3£t potenti~l mal-

functions . 

RECONMENDATION 

It is recommended that this aircra£t accident be used to, remind all 

pilots that NgoXdless Of thpir t:xpurit;r.Ca , entl,usiasr.i, and the ;known 

capahi.litiiJS oi an aircraft, fli£;ht op.:;rations sh~uld be conducted w.ell' 

within the eli\relope of aircraft p.,rf~rrn:-I,ice unles.~ the ur:gency end necessity 

\:d' the situation demands nax:irl~p..,rfort*nc..!. This rec01~roation should be 

considered espec.i.::lly true when involved uith ch~;;;ck-out ·in a n~w type aircr'li't. 

' ' / 

~ . 
\ 



While on FA11 II TV-2 familinrlz.rtion l.op .with LTJG - I observed 
\ 

the following illcident nnd su, sur- e11t craM. I had just COI'Ipletod the up-
• 
1" wind turn after takin11 o.... ::·r., , tJ • Q1 ated !"lame- out npproach to Runway 17 

~~ Hagler Uunicipal Airport, 

I heard a T2V request a' high pcrformanc cli.lnb out after t ake-err . 

Tt.e 'l'2V took off about ' down th~ rum.ony (17) • rotrnctec!. the genr rmct held 

the ai.rcra1 t. on the deck. Tho T2V then r•roc e$dod to cl1mh in a ve~y nose 

hiijh attitude ai1d levol off at an a . :i.rr'l totl .Qir.t.th of 300 to 5 foot. 
I 

' I then looked away and procevdod to in lrlct t JG- rm tt:o hL~' and 

A/S that tho TV-2 ia Jlown in the lnndinr i at rn . I looked }>nck nd 
. I ' 

ou.ught th 1'2V out of tho oornol' ot 1l'Y eyo in llll oxtromoly noso low divo. 

Tlal .Urcl•nt't. eeorttod t.o p'nrtiul~ r OOVOl' from thitt at.t.itudo h\ltl naAdO con-
~ . 

tnot with tho eroUJ¥,1 und exploded. Prior to t.htr acc.itl nt. thu pilot o llod 

r:ty pltU'lo by uido rlu~b\Jt emu a aid nlfntch thio. 11 

/o/ 

Th.la 11 oonaidor d to b " or Jit.flblu stl\tomont . · 
I 



·. •• .. 

I 
PENSACOLA AAR SER 2- )8 CONCERNTI'C 
10~8 HIGrS 

I didn.'t make it 'lll tht: ;ray . I w~s about 20 feet away when something 

insido the ·plane st !rl~.-d c:x:lo"l~~ , hut I don rt· think he w~;~s alive . I could 

see him just as pl.:l.in us I cnn sci.;'. "ou. r.nd I don rt think ho was aliv.:: . I 

\wns ..torking or n house in Gr<'-n~dnl Sub-clivi!::ion when o. c.:~rponter..pn thll roof 

suddunlJ ,roll~o'Ci "loolcy yonder, th1t nl.anc · 

jus~ cr::'shcd. rr I saw a largo column of bl ack smok..: rising into the oir . I 

oogan ~o run through th~::~ woods tot-t'lrd the scene . rt was a long wny, nbout 

six blocks, I think. 1 Hh . .:n I arriv~.;d o.t tho scene tht. cano~r w:cs off the 

:t'ront seat of th~. ~me, wheru th,., pilot uaa seated and flames wcro burst-
1 I 

ing out of tho r~.-ar so<:.t . The pilot wcs sittinr, Ufl in tht.. front ~eat lo.'ith 

his luft nrm hanging out of thu cockpit . I couldnr t toll whether ho wos 

.alive or not, hll didn •t movo at all . 11hen I r,ot within about 20 feet of 

the plane soll\Cthillf inside stnrte:d oxPloding Lmd r turned around and ran 
";... 

back at·my. Th~;;n tho w~ol.,. thing began to break out in fl ·.mos . A big N:wy 

seaplane ~gon circling around up nbovd ~nd nft~.;r a few minutes a heli

copter came in, o~ they w~r~·too latu . Tho helicopter craw told me that 

] hrui dono ill th4t I could but I ;dsh t h .;t 1 could hnve got thoro sooner. 

'l'he plloi_; W.QS W<k"\l'i.ng' his huJ.m,.:.t cna glov .. s . 

Avintion oxperiencer Two flights in con~~;rcial ai:riinos . 

Thia ia conaidorod t o be a c.roc.li.tablo stat..,rncnt . 
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February 5, 1958 

To Whom It May Concern: 
·, < /'' 

Navy Jet 44119, T2V, makinr. to·1ch ;md go l andings n'lvi sed he would make 

steep climb out . Evt:rfthine; seer;,cd · "l':"U on s t uep cl~b until aircraft 

nosed over at altitud<.: of 'P.t-rCYO.:mat 1.• !J~ to 500 feet . Aircr aft then 

went intm a steep cl.esc.ent t.nd dlsappeared behind trees sout h of the nir-
/ ( \ 

port ct 0922 . 

' Smoke nnd fire w.:~s s~S~n 'above the trct.:S in the il1l7!iediatt:! vicinity of' 

t he D.ircr<:.ft . • 
. -

/s/ 

·Exp.:lr ience : 

ll years OAA Tower . 

This is consider.ad to be t\ creditabl.. state. .:.t. 

' 



ro whom It ~ay Concern: 

' •. 

,··· 
Fetru~ry 5, 19$R 

tlavy 44119, ~,2V Jut, had b~;:en '.<.Jr.l .lf t ouch and ptO landinr,s at P"n~"CO!a 
Municip.:l Airport . On b ' so l~Jg i'or rurr-~:- 17 the pilot advi"ed he \o•ould. 

m<lkt: steep climb-out a.ft ... r lcnt1i!,f: . 

The ~pproac11 and touch do\m .:lpptHlr _d not-mal l!lnd aircraft wns aiz:oorne 
. ' 

again n&ar the midi'i eld inters .. ction. LoH o.ltil.'ojje wn.s m::.intaincd until 

within approxi.l:ntely soo feet of tha end o.f the rummy then steep clirl~ 

was start;;d. At. altit ude of appro.x::i..mut~ly 506 f~et the aircraft w nt 

• 
into stt!ep desc1:mt. Sr,ok~ W"-S not~d h.:hind airc~".i't. dur;i.ng descent. 

Th~ aircraft we:nt bc.hind tho;. trtc;GS south of he ::.irport at 0922 nnd 

i.lmnedintt.ly a dark cloUd o.f fira and s!'lok.,. wts t:Goan abov"' the tr.,es . 

Expuriunco : 

3 yec.rs empl oyo.d by CM :lS Ai~ys Opo• .. tiona Spc~it.li;t 

This is considerud to be a cruditabl~ stct~munt . 

> , 

I l 
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Ft-br.J.:::ry 5, 1958 

To Whom It Muy Concern: 
Specialist (Aill~rt) , GS-10, bive my account 

I, 
as a witne3s in the Pentacola T~uer, oC Navy Jet 44119, T2V 1 crashing, ,Jan-

uary )1, 1958~ 0922C. 
sequence of action of the incident as I observe~ it: 

l. Aircraft rtade normal touch..ldmm and landing roll after clearance for 

·touch and go landing issued by the contrbller_. 

2. Aircrafts angle of attack after take-off, estimated·uS degrees in elim~-

ing attitude . 
·. 

) . Aircraft made straight away · climb off r:.:-r.;ay 17 to estiJTk'lted alt:ltnde 
' 

of 500 to 600 feet , thereafter, aircraft nofed o~er ~traight away into·a 

steep nose down attitude, and no indic·lion of. aircrA,i't attempti~ to rnRke 

·a.ny turns . 
4. Aircraft nosed tow<.>rds th6 ·grom¥1 -t such :... descending attitude, where 

a good underside pr ofile of the ~rcrAft could ba seen. t-Joticed slight 

wo.vering of wings in descent. nnd just before tircraft ·disappeared below 

tree line south of airpOrt . Fr.lction Of se~qnd hesitation, the!,'\ ball of 

fue nnd .sroke :.ppenred on( the horizon .. 

/s/ 

I 

ii;r.}J(lrience: 

10 years CM Control. Towers . priv--te Pilot ucen~e . 5 ye:u-s Nnvy 

Co~unicntions and Airo~n. 

This is coneid~red to be a cruditnblo st t e..''nant . 



. 
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•• • 
February S, 19~8 

To llhom It Hay Concern: ; 

Navy Jet #44119, T2V, on lob:.l VF?. fl i[ r,t, had been makinf1 a .series of 

touch and go landir:cs en run: a. ·' 7 ,.t Pem·accla ~runicipal Airport. On base 

leg, before final lanc._ .• r;, tr.e ;: :_, r. udvised that he l-:ould make a l?teep 

clinbout . 

The aircraft tot:.ched dawn approx:l_mat:ely 500 ft. from t.he approach end of 

the run;.1ay . Ground travel was aoout 2000 feet, be coning airborne again 

l'li.di'ield . The aircraft remained closG to the groUnd for another 1500 to 

2000 feet. t hen started steep cl;V:l}:>O•tt 1 then no~ed over and descended at a 

steep angle . 

• Several puffs of smoke appeared to co. nc::~ the tali- pipe durir~ the desc;;, II .. 

.,.t 0922 c .s .T., the ai:"craft cli:Jilf:;pCal"<;O ..,elo:; the t::-ae line S:-lt:th of tJ.e 

' airport . Almost iMaediately, f~re and. a dence cloud of snoke erupted 
.... 

approximately a ·mil~ south ·or the airport . 

/s/ 

Experience : 

13 mont .. s Navy Towt:r . 4 nonths A.ir Force To;.;er . 1050 hours solo flieht 

.ti1ns . 11 ;yaars CAA Tower . 

' T~s is. considered to~ a creditable statement . 

24 

I > 

1, 
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February 5, 1958 

\ ' 

To Hhom It ~tay Concern: ' , "~ 

Navy- Jet #4Lll9, T2V :~ 011. loc4 VT7 fliLJ,t, had been making a series of 

touch and go landir.rs on r~-~ ~7 ~t Pen~acola ~lnicipal Airport . On base 
~ 

leg, before final len_: r;, ~r.e ;.::....., t. <-dvised that l)e· wotil.d nake a steep 

cl.illlbout .• 

The aircr'lft touched down appro.d..ntately 500 ft. from the approach end of 

the rurr.ray. around tr&vel was aq'lut ?.000 feet, 'becoMing airborne again 

midtield. The aircraft remained close to the ground for another 1500 to 

2000 feet then started steep clinbout, then· nosed over and descended at a 

steep an. le . • 
f, 

Several puffs of smoke appeared .to co .. t:. J.' {)•1 the tail-pipe during. the desct: 1\. 

At 0922 C.S .T., the a:L~craft disar.peareci ~elo~r the tree line south of t!.e 

airport . Almost iMrr~diatelyJ fire and a den~e cloud of smQke e~1pted 

approximately a mile south of the airport, 

/s/ 

EXperience : 

1.3 mont.1s navy Tdwtor . 4 months Air Fqrce Tn:~er . 1050 hours solo flieht 

tiloo . 11 y~ars CAA Tower .• · · . .. 
·This is considor()l:i to be a creditable stf).temortt . 

·. 

• 

' 



STATEMENT OF 1-lR . 
CONCERNING T2V-l 

• 

•l'r • 

• 
J 

ON NAS PENSACOI.A AAR 5ER 2- $8 
CCIDD~ 0 .... AJRRI!~G 31 JA~1UARY 1958 PILCYJ' HIGGS 

I observed the airplan~ in q'UfS\fon clir·.bi.ng a11110~t 90° ':ttraicht up. 

It appettred to rtJach an AJ.tit· k of 6oc ' to Boo :feet and then nosed over 

into a J0° dive . Tte ~ . .:.as '·'- ).. __ v~l . The ai)craft s onnded as if it had 

full power on. At the tiMe o;f ttc. accide.rlt I .<~< s ~:orking in a cley pi~ 
near Ptns cola f-fl.micipaJ. ,~.ort about } 'nil<.. from wh.'c:Pe tne plane crashed, 

t 

. I j1.1111pud in l'l\Y truck aDd drove cs .t_'ost as I could to Hithin aoout 500 yards 

ot:. thto airplane . By the time I got to the e.i.rplane it 'It c. s hurmng. I 

could not see the_pilot in the c& J<Pit. 

This i s consider ed t o be a crE:di table statement . M:r. 

aviation experience . 

( 

2J 



• • 
T2V 1 1L4ll9, 

When I saw the aircrai't it \•ro.s coninc anprox:imately straight down - not 

' sp~ - at an <:.ltitude ~ f )tt '.lea. t 600 feC:t . 

/sj 

AIF.CRAFl' ACCIDEriT BOARD 1 S 00.11'.EllT 

This is consid~red to be a creditclble st~te~ent . The altitude of 6oo 
. < 

feet wa:.; deteimi.ned by flr •. - standi~ ir. ti re sar:e posi~:i.on .:.rom which 
. ... ... t 

he observed t.lle accid~nt and estimating the .:.ltitude 'oy watching 'll" o.ircraft 

t ake-off from the same. rumra~· a:nd fl: over the .-cane of the accident . As 

the aircraft pass~d ovor the scene of tte accident it ·~o~as at an altitude. of 

300 feet. Mr. - hen stated t hat •rhen he obs~ed the. T2V in a dive 
1 • • 

about twice that high. ~no . - was asked to demon~trate t!}a attitudf3 

of the T2V with a model aircraft . At first he placed the model in a QQ0 

, dive with a sida vic,Wj ho then Chatlt o;.:d t-ho attitude to 80° and said that 

t hat '\>1<1!3 probably closer. 

Mr. lllllllll has no a~tion.experienc~ ?ut r.~d been working~ the 

vicinity of Pensacola Municipal Airport nnd observing the aircrft with more 
!· 

t han aver~ge interest. 

.. 



•• • 
Sl'ATEMENT OF MR 
ING T2V 144li9 
AIRPORT ON 31 JANUARY 1958 

FLORIDA CONCEJUl
PENSf,COLA 1ofU'IICIJ'AL 

On Jl January- 1958 I was , shootinR landings at Pensacola 11unicipal Air-
' 

port . There were two , i ~;;t s sl.:Jr~ 1 ouch-and- go landings at the same time . 

I was on final af;pro<.ch at an alt ... t ' td~ of a·JOu+J 50 feet b,J:!hind. one of the 

jets as he was making a take-:-off. Whun the . ct got about SO feet off the 

ground ho see~d to go straight up to an alti tude of about 200 feet . He 

then nosed over almost str~ght do~~ into the trees. 

~··· is a student at Bell Flying Service . His aviation exre!l-ence is 
, 

as follows : Actual i.'J.,ying time ·- Dl:.al - 2L hours 25 ninutcs 
So~o - 16 hours 15 minutes 

Also successful compl~tion of the priv~te filOt ~ttert exam. 

' This is considered to be a creditable statcr.-nt . 

27 
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• 
STATEMENT OF LT USN oN ~TAS PENSACOLA AAR 2-58 
CO:ICER1IING T2V-l, 11.4ll9 , ACCID.Gr1T OCCtlfu1ING 31 J ,JTUJ\PY 1958, PILOT HIGGS 

I kn<-'W LT . Jay D. HKGS both profosRionW.ly and socially as a Navy 

officer and pilot for 24 oonths . !_ considered him to he well, ll"ove o.verngo 

as a profdssiorw.l ~vi·,tpr . H.: ;·~s tnorou~nt in his preparation for all · 

things, and impr~sst.d me ns nuv ~r .. rying ._ nythir.g new until he folt checked 

out. He w<:.3 rnc.tur .. in his j~g"ml;!nt ond outlook toward flying o.nd not 

given to doing impulsive or foolish thinr.s . To the bost of m;, knowledge 

he had no fincncial
1 

family, or soc~ pro~l .. ms which would hnvo distur~cd 

his ooncc.ntration on flying . 

/.s/ 

28 
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COi!CERNING 

I h~ve known LT HIGGS, ooth soci·lry a:'X! prcfo~sion.ally, for a"lout a 

yo~. In my eatim."l.tion bo W.:'.!l ( f::.ne c£1'i¢cr a1rl .en· outstanding av'.iator. 

As nn i.nst~ctor in o.U' ·sq-..::...Nn1 ·:i. :;:rc ·s ;w-s extremely well qualified 

due to his pnst ~;;xporicnco L'l the .:."1•: .. t \lnd < ~ an infltructor o.t Fleet All' 

G~ey Jnit , El Curttro, Cnliforni:l. 
I 

He..: w· 3 cluays calm ond U!"p:roach.Jd 

each bop with n profcsaior.cl. • roann..:r, knowing ox.:..ctly hm1 to honciJ.j.. t.HlCh 

student and situf,ltio~ (1h~;;th<-r it >r:~s nn {;Jll~rgcnCJ or not. 

Jn CLOSURE ( l J 
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ADDDDUM 1n tbe o6 ot BlQ<JS • . Jay Darnell, • • USN, 

1tr. Bt.ssa waa a 29 year old av1ator'1 - career oanl ortieer, who 
waa oona1dere0 to be 11tell qua11t1ect a Jet alrcratt. One ot. his 
fellow otrtoars. who baa kriowD ~ tor 2 rears, oona14ered b1m to 
be a atabl-e, uture and. abowe .... venp ;puo,. He, 1a deaoM.bed ~ •.&· , 
t~ aviator•a aw~ator, Ill". B1 .. ~ t1A1abed LiM SoboOl and ,· . " 
re~rted to PenH cola oo 1 DecMIIINtr 1956. Be HDt throu&h, the · 
Instructor Baa1o 'l'ra1n1Ds UD1~ ·end -~ &ea!c~Md to Squadron 5 at 
South Whiting Piald. He ••• one ot 8 .9ttioara aalaoted rrom 
Whiting to attend the f2V obaok-out aobool at • .A.s. 'l'hese tacte 
are related 1n order to aubatant1ala 11M o~ance or Mr. fi1gga. 
Another tallow ott1oer atataa t.._t ont ,.ar •so Jllr, Higgs waa 
tav2rably coiiD8ndecS by b1e tallow pUota tor baYing aet-down a 
'1'-2.8 with an engine failure. llr. H1gp aap1N4 to become a iaember 
ot the Navy Demonstration Plight Team. . 

' 
Mr. Higgs ia survived by hie w1te and two children. He was or 
IDOderate and temperate d1apoait1on. Be bad a quiet tunlr Ute 
and waa not known to -1mb1be alobol 1n uoeaa • 

. I 

On the evening prooee41ng the tatal oreab Mr. ·and ~. ~1ggs spent 
a quiet evening at bOlla. He ret1re4 at 9.:00 ~.K. • arose at 5:30 . 
A.M. and lett tor Sbel"'aft P1el.d. As per usual, he drank one glass 
or milk and departed. lira. B1gg~atatea that he uauslly baa a 
small breaktaat at a wayside rea urant. It 1e not kDown whether 
he did eo on that day. Oontents r the at011ach at autopsy would 
seea to indicate that he d1d -have some b~aktaat. 

'1-"-J.• .. • • • • I .... • .. • • • f ;. • ....: .:. .. • • •• • .. " ... ~ - " A - • • -

. . . 
0 

paychol~gical at~ea. 
. . 

Mr HJ.aga had appmx111atelv 80o Jet hours. Be •• cbeclc1ng out in 
the 1'-2V on hie t1rat solo bop in thia aircraft. He had oOJSPleted 
6 touch and so prooeedurea at BaSler Air P1a14. a lllmioipal tield, 
when be was o'baeriVecS ~o olillb on taka-orr, auUM a noaa down ' 
altitude and crash. Pl"'OIl tbewr.eckage or tba as.roz.tt, ita position, 
and the· eurz:oundihe area or c!aMgecS treea. the a1roran waa . · 
evidently recoverlng troa the dive when it oo111dad with the groUDcl. 



• B1&P ata\ett '-bat bar twal:>and 
u.-llu\~bealtb . ... ., bMltb recorda 

aubettantutes this atat~t. We oao ODIJ a\aaSJI• tbat Mr. H1ae 
wae a.are ot hie d~tticult a1tuation tor 1 auttloeat t~ interval 
'prior 'to death' to enable a atreaa reaction etteot. Albumin and 
urinal7e1s substantiates the atreaa reaction. 

In summarJ it would ae .. ·~ba\ we have a ca.petent pilot under no 
ps7oholog1cal or phpiological distress. Mr. as.as• was in the 
proceee or be iDS cheolced out in a new ttpe a1rcrett. On hie tirat 
solo in thiS airtuoatt, a situation deve~ tor Which ~. Higgs 
was unable to cOIIIP8naate. · 

Rec()IIIDI!tndations: None • 

I ·~ ' I" 

.. 



Qear Tracks 

\ 
' 

\ • --Port tip tank fin · 
-- ~ (' •-ne::!J of ... -Port tip tank 
() : . at tail cone 

\ 

\ 

' 

:• --port main gear fairing 
Piece of Stbd. wing--• • --Nose wheel : 
Stbd tip tank tail-• .:.-Pieces of f\lselage sld.n 
cone and fin . • t .--Tail section skin 
Piece of fuselage keel'--~ Nose strut •--Port tip tank 

• --Nose gear doo;ro 
•--Shi.m!Tzy' ~r 

A;ntenna.--9. • T-Slat 

Piece of ~:J~~ag: skin-~ o--Aft. fuselage and hook 
\ . . 

' \ port hor. stab. & elevator 
I I . 

• .--Tail cone 
starboard moWlt--:• 

•--Tail 

Starboard tip tank--• .-Left m&.in gear inner door . 
Left fla --. •--Slat · 

Nose gear-- • Hold · 
BaCK ring · ) 

•Battery access door 
.. -Dwerter 

-Piece of ~se ~ 
-Dive nap aetuat.if'l cryl. 

--.NOse section, 
..__Mai.n inverter · 

•--Pieces of vent lineJ. 

Flap 110tor-• • ·-Hoo<1 door 
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0 --Rt intake & 
· bottom fuselage 

Main wreckage-----;.r~ . APX ante~ 

WRECKAGE 
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0. --• \·-ARN-14 'ire 27- • --TACAN 

o· I A 0 I A K 

•-Canopy 
/•"i. ~-L.I".air: 
~ Wheel 

\ Rt . wing . 

\ 
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NIJMDift liUCUitO 1\LIVI 

NU M BE.R RlitMOVt;O DISI\0 

USN- SIZII 
CREW 

-------

- ------- -1----
OTHilR T~N OCCUPAI'ITS 

CAU!=:£0 8Y CRASH 

CRASH _E;QUIPM£NT USED 

MIUTAR:V 
'OR 

CIVILIAN 

liXTINOVISHINO AO!tNTS USED 

TYN . 

MATERIAL DAMAGE 

RADIO 
£QUIP9£D 

MINOR 8URN& 

CAUSED 8Y FIRE 

.• F'l RE·F'JG!;jTING PERSONNEL 

OTHEIOI DATA 

l 
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AUTOPSY 

!late al'ld Hour Dittd: 
1/31/se 

· · Protector: 

.Date U1d ~w- Au~pq Pertor.d: 
1/'Jl/SS lalo - l'ull Aut.opq 

loft, )! . CBAFF"J.', CAPT KC USN 

Patholoaioal Di4inosos; 

PROVISlONAL Mf~lCAI, DlA~l!l! · 

APPROV~IGNATURE 
ltD. H. CB.AFFT,' CAPT, Mr, USN 

·, 

)· 

BACK AUTOPSY NO: 
C&llc .A-5$-6 

REGIST tB NO. WMD NO. 

- · OOA 

7" 

DC!LOSUU ( 7 J 
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INFOR}:A'fiO;l TAKEN FROM . . 
DEPAH'J;'ME~rr OF COMMJ!:RCS-- ::rvJL AEi'OUAUTTCS ~DMINISTRATTO:l 

INCimW\f REPORT . . '\ 
""TO: cmw.i\lmrNG OI·FICiR 

Flig~t Service Center 
aaxwell Field~ ilabana 

FRON: AIRPO!<T ·I'!W'nc c 11.irlwL '!'ow-in 
P. 0 . 13{ Y 808 
Pensacol«, F'lfi, 

i'YP£ oF· 1Ndtuoo 1 jjlE or r lt;IDt~ri' DATE: 
(X) PRD-1ARY January 31 , 1958 

AGE! ICY/ AlliCRAFT IDENTIFICATION 
. Navy 44119 T2v 

NAlli!(S) Ot' P~O~H1EL OR pn.o:r 

(X) DAY 

nicrot: :rr '1(1. 

p•rs-A PT-41 

Not known 
su.-ll".t.P..Y or rnciDEr:rr ~ . . < · 
. Navy jet #41.ll9, T2V, on a locP VFR fll~ht.1 had ~en •.aking a·:lerie:~ of 1 

toucn aOO go landings OU runwa_, J; ·at ~nsacola l!Unicipal Airpl'lr1, , Qn base 
leg, before .final landing, the ri t <.:dvi~ed th~;t he would make a .>tee 
cl.illlb-out. __) · . 

The aircr aft made touch and go l~nJing ~nd s~arted a stee~ climb- Ut , the~ 
nosed over and descended at a :<tee c;.nrle . Several puffs of smo~e ;>r..,eared 
to be coming f r om the. tail piped ~'rc~ J~scent , · 

At 0922 C. S. T., the aircraft ch~<tj:' .. rec' · elow Ue tree l:i:ne ;~out}, of the / 
airport , Almost :iJlllllediately, fire <;.nr} '1. Jense cloud of smoke erur.t'--tl 
approY.imat ely a 'nile south of the airnort . 

The pilot was repo~ed k:illled and tbc. aircrait a total los:;~ , · 

SP.c;CIAL IZATHEit : 0926 C, S. T. CLEA.l1:, VISIF..:LITY FIFTIDI taLES. rpm ·~;rrH 
SOUT1·1-JEST T•IELVE K :OTS. 

r"l 
l) ... 

RiliARKs 
Orig:i.nal al'Xi 2cc to addruss ... e; 2cc to FW- SOO; lee t.o \1-520; lee to · 

Operationo Officer 1 a ,S, Pcm~acc1a; lee to t ower files 

see att lohed ak~tch 
Jan .3l, 1958 

--------------------------------- -------------
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· ·-- ··- G.l'owxl roll · X • 
X Scene of accident 

PENSt.COr .• t. MUNICIPAL J. !RPORT 

m· ,.LOSURE ( f > 



• . . 

U. .. lllblll' . 1/6 \!a '--u.-. ..... ill.,.. - NOiif.YIICl. 
~IIOUollll· ~ toad t. .... ---




